





iP 0, 4yTo A xo4y pasckasaTb Teb6b, npoucxogmno Bb Kntab. Tamb, Bb
601bLIOMBb ABOPLU b, XXNTb KUTAMCKLA MMNepaTopb, OKPY>KEHHbIA CBOEA
6necTsLEen cBMTON. AMBHO X0polWwb 6bIb ABOPELb UmnepaTtopa! Becb
OHDBb 6bINb cabnaHb M3b camaro ToHKaro gpapdgopa, Takoro Xpyrkaro
M HDbXXHaro, 4To, Ka3sa/ocb, Jierkoe AyHOBeHle BbTpa MoOrso paspy-
WwnTb ero. W croanb aToTbh ABOpelb Bb 60/bLLIOMDB MPEKPACHOMb
cagy. Kakuxb ToMbKO UBbTOBbL He 6b1s10 Bb HeMb! KpacHble, 6bsible,
XKefTble... OHW HamMoJIHA/IN BeCcb Cafb W BOCXULLAAM Kaxkaaro, KTo UXb BuAbnb.. VIXb
apoMaTb OMbAHAMDbL, UXb KPaCcKU JlaCkauin r1asb... Kb caMbiIMb JIyYWUMb WN3b HUXD
6blIn NpMBA3aHbl ManeHbkle cepebpsiHble KOMOKO/IbYMKU, KOTOPble 3BEHbAN O0Tb Maslbid-
waro MnpUKOCHOBEH1s W HaNoAHAAN cafb TUXONW, HDBXHOA My3blKOW. [aneko, Oaneko
TAHY/ACA cafb W BbIXOAWML MPAMO Bb TYCTOW 3efleHblii nbcb, cTosABLWI1A Ha Gepery
rnybokaro cuHAro mopsa. Bb 3TomMb nbcy, Ha BbTBAXb O0OAHOrM0 BbICOKAro [Aepesa,
CK/IOHABLUArocs Hagb MOPEMbB, XWMb coMoBen. Kaxkabli Beuepb, Korga CosiHUue HaduHano
CKMAOHATLCA Kb 3anagy, OHb Bbl1eTa/lb U3b CBOEro rHb3ga v Nbab... Ero uygecHsbli,
cepebpsiHbIA TO/I0COKDL pasnuBasica Mo BceMy Jibcy, TakKb UTO pblbaku, Bbib3)kaslile Ha
pPbIGHYI0 10BMO, HEBOJILHO OCTaHaB/MBA/IUCL W, CAyllas coNoBbA, rosopunn: «ocnoauv
Kakb xopowo!l.» Bb ropogb, rab >»Xuib KUTaAUCKOA unMNepaTopb, Nplb3kano MHOro
nyTewecTBEHHUKOBL CO BCbXb KOHUO0BBL CBbTa. BcC'b 0HWM BocxuWwanncb POCKOLIHLIMb
OBOpPUOMDB, XBasiw/M UBbTbLI, caAb, HO, Korga OHW, TynaAa, 3axo4Ausin Bb JTbCb WU Ciibl-
Wanm nt)Hie COMOBbSA, OHU BCU roeopunn: «A 3To—nyduwe Bcero!..» Bo3BpaTuBLUUCL
Ha pPoAVHY, MNyTewecTBEHHUKN pa3CKasblBa/iIn 0 TOMb, UYTO OHW BUAbAM Bb Kutab, u©
npexgae BCero HaudMHa/In pacxBasiMBaTb CO/I0BbS. «DTO YyAMBUTENbHO!— roBOpuAnN OHU,—
Mbl HUKOrga He cAblXxasin Hu4Yyero nogo6Haro!» WM oHWM nocBAWaNM conoBbl LUbbis
KHUTW, nucasin CTUXOTBOPEH1s, Bb KOTOPbIXb OMUCbIBA/IN  YAUBUTESNIbHYIO TMTUYKY,
XUBYLLYIO Bb Nbcy Ha 6epery mops. OfHaxAbl, oAHa M3b 3TUXb KHUIBL MNonana Bb
pykn wumnepartopa. Cuasa Ha CBOEMDb 30/I0TOMb TPOHDb, OHb 4UTaL O TOMb, KaKb
npekpaceHb ero ABopeub, M Cb YA0BO/bCTBleMb KMBanb roflioBo. BAopyrbs OHBb Npoyesis:
«A COMoBel TaMb BCeTaku Jiydule Bcerol..»



— YT0 3TO0 3HAYUTL? — YAMBJ/IEHHO BOCK/IMKHY/b uUMMeparopb. — O KOMb 3TO
nMwyTb? UTO 3TO 3a CO/I0BEN, KOTOPbIA >XMBETH Bb MOEMb cajy M KoToparo Takb
XBanATL? [loyeMy A HUKOrga He ChbilWaib ero?— BOCK/IULaTbL MMMepaTopb U Beb/ib
ToT4yacb no3eaTb Kb ceb'b CBOEro rsaBHaro Kameprepa.

Korga Kameprepb €BW/ICA, OHBb CKasa/lb eMy:

— OKas3sblBaeTcA, Bb MOEMb rocygapctBb ecTb 3aMbuartesnibHasa nTuua, KoTopas
Ha3blBaeTCA CO/I0BbeMb. [1po0 Hee MULWYTHL, 4YTO OHAa Jlyylle BCEro, 4YTO eCcTb Bb MOEVA
BENIMKOW CcTpaHb. OT4ero >e A [0 CUXb MNOPb HWUYEro He 3HaNb 0 Hel? Kakb 3TO
MOFJI0 CNYy4YnUTbCA?!

— 9 ToXe nepBbI pasb cablWy 06b 3TOM NTUUb,— 0TBbTUNL Kameprepb,—
JO/DKHO 6ObITb, OHAa HUKOrga He Oblna npeacTaB/ieHa Ko ABOPY...

— 9 Xxouy, 4yTO6bl OHa CerogHA >e BeyepoMb Oblna y MeHs BO ABopub v nbra
Bb MOeMb npucyTctBln! CribllinTe? — rHbBHO BOCK/IIMKHYMbL UMMepaTtopb. — lMognte un
cbilunTe eel.

Kameprepbt MNOKOPHO HaK/IOHWIL T0N0BY W Bblwenb. HO OHbL pbWUTENbIO He
3Ha/Tb, rAb MCKaTb €My COMOBbA: KOr0 OHb HW COpawuBa/ib, HUKTO W3b XXUBYLLUXD
BO ABOpUDb He MMbab HM Manbiwaro MNoHATlSA o Takoii nTuub. P'bwmnu, 4Tto KHUMK
BPYTb, M UYTO TaKOA MTULbI HE CYLLECTBYETb.

— Bawe wvmnepatopcKkoe BesiMyecTBO! — ckasanb Kameprepb, BepHYBLUUCbL BO
gBopeub.— He BbpbTe TOMYy, 4YTO MUWYTL Bb KWUWUraxb, BCe 3TO OAHAa JIOXKb; Bacb
06MaHbIBalTb, HUKaAKOro Co/A0BbA Yy Hacb WUbTh..

— 3T0ro He MOXeTb ObITb! — BOCK/IMKHY/NMb MMMNEPaTopb. — KHUTY, Bb KOTOPOM
A npoyenb 3TO, MpUCAaTb MHb Benuwii AMOHCKlA wumnepatopb. 3HauMTb, BCe Hanu-
caHHOoe Bb Heli— npaBgal.. WTakb, conoBeli OyaeTb CerogHsi BEYEPOMb Y MEHS, WK
A Besll0 KoJjiecoBaTb BeCb ABOPbL!..



MeyanbHbIV BbilWENDb OTb MMMepaTopa Kameprepb. Bcb npuaBopHbie npuxogunm
Bb Yy)XKacb, KoOrga OHb Mnepefasasib Yrpo3y wuMneparopa, HO, Kakb HW CTapasiucb, He
MO HUIAb HaWTW conoBbs. BAopyrb ogHa ManeHbKasa KpecTbsiHCKas AbBoYkKa, cnabslias
Bb KyXHb u” chbillasliasd pa3roBopb 0 COMOBbb, CKasana;

— O, a 3Hat ero! Kaxpgplii Beyepb S A0Ar0 CTOW Ha 6Gepery mopsi v caywato,
Kakb OHb 3a/IMBaeTcad Bb KycTaxb. [la, OHBb TakKb MOETb, UTO [JlakaTb XO0YeTCHa W,
KaXKeTcs, BCIO HOYb Obl cnywana erol.

CrpawHo obpafoBasicA Kameprepb, YC/blXxaBb, UTO AbBoYKa 3HaeTb COMOBbA, U
npocnabL ee ceivachb >e CBeCTU UXb Kb HeMy. [IB 3TO OHb 06blWanb el No3BOUTb
nocmMoTpbTb, Kakb Mmnepatopb o06bpaetb. WM BOTb, BCb OHW OTNpaBuAMUCb Bb /1bCb,
rob >kuab conoseil. Mo Joporb OHW. yCAbiIXasn Mbl4aHbe KOpPOBbl, U O4WHDBL WU3b NpuU-
OBOPHbIXb, CKasa/b:

— A, BOoTb W conioBen! Hy, Kako >e Yy HEero CWibHbIA T0N0Cb, Yy TaKomn
MasiIeHbKOlM MTUUKn! OJHAKO, Mbl €r0 U paHblle C/bIXau He pasb...

— Jda HDbTb XXe, 3TO KOPOBbl MblyaTb!— ckaszana gbsouka.— CO/IOBEN >XUBETH Bb
n'bey, ropasfo panblie.

Uepe3b HbCKObKO MUHYTHL Bb 6010Th pasgasiocb KBaKaHbe AryLIeKb.

— UYypno, Kakb XOpowwo! — BOCK/AMKHY/Mb MNPUABOPHbIA  My3blKaHTb. — Y 3T0r0
COMI0BbSI F0/10CH COBCbMb TOUHO CepebpsiHbIA KOSTOKO/IbUYMKD!

— Ho Bbap 370 e coBC'bMb He conoBeil!— 3acMbsiack AbBoYKa.— IT0— NATYLIKN!
XoTA Tenepb YXb CKOPO Mbl YCAbILLIMMB W CcONoBbA. Crywaiite, cnywantel— npo-
wenTtasia oHa BApPYrb. BoTb 310 OHBL! Bugmte, oHbL cnamTb TamMb Ha BbLTKD!

M oHa yKasana Ha MasleHbKylo CbpeHbKyl NTUYKY, cuabBLIyi0 Ha pAepeBb wu
pacnesaBLUYyl0 CBOW TPEesN.

— Takb BOTb OHb Kakoihl—yamBrieHHO cKa3ab Kameprepb.— Kakoi HeKpacuBblii!
Hunkakuxb kKpacokb! HaBbpHoe, OHBb MO/IMHANDL OTb BOSIHEHUA, 4YTO BUAUTL MNepenb
coboii Takyl 61ecTslWYy0 CBUTY,— CKasa/lb OHb, CaMOAO0BOSIbHO Y/ iblbasiCh.

— ConoByluKal— 3akpuyana gbBouKa.— CMoi-Ka 4YTO-HMOYAb 3TUMDB JIH0.OAMDB, OHMU
XO0TATHL TebA nocnywaTb!

— Cb yaoBo/bCTBleMbl— cKa3asib COI0BEN M 3anmbab UYyAHYH MbCHIO.

— bBoxe MO, Kakb X0powo! — TUX0 BOCKAMUANWU MPUABOPHblE. 3TO TOHbLUE WU
HbXHbe BCAKUXb KOMIOKOMbYMKOBB!.. O! mmnepatopb 6yaeTb O4YeHb [0BOJSIEHDB!..

M oHM cb yaMBreHleMb MoKaumMBasiM ronoBamu. Korga OHb KOHYMADL, CTapuilii
Kameprepb 06paTu/cad Kb HeMy:

— ManBHbK!1 UCKYyCHbIW conoBeit! A mMMb cuyacTbe NPUrAacuTb Bacb CErofgHs
BeYepoMb BO [ABOopeub. Hawb BcemmnocTMBDLILWLA mMMMepaTtopb >KenaeTb Mocnywartb
Balllb BOCXUTUTESIbHbIA TO/0ChH.

— nMpaBga, A nwb6n0 60nblie NbTb Bb MbCy, NOAb OTKPbITbIMb HEO60OMDb, —
OTBbTUNDBL COMOBEN. — HO, ecnu umnepaTopb >KenaeTb 3T0ro, A Cb YAO0BOMLCTBleMb






6yny y Hero. W oHb nonetbab Beabab 3a NpuUABOPHbIMU BO ABOpelb vmMepartopa.
MmMmnepaTopb, CO CBOE CBUTOW, cnabnb Bb 3a/Tb, U MPOTUBBL €ro TpoHa BO3BblLIAJICS
30/10TOM WeCTb AN cosioBbsA. Bcb ¢b HeTepn'Bliemb >xganu 3HameHUTy ntugy. W
BOTb, COJIOBEN, HaKOHeUb, npwieTbnb... [MoayynMBb O0Tb uMMepaTopa MNPUBETAUBLIN
MOKJI0H?., OHb CbJ/Tb Ha MPUroTOB/IEHHbIA AN Hero wectb U 3an™b... Ero cepebpsaHbIi
rosloch pasnimBasica Mo BCEW 3ab, TOUHO TUXasi, HbXXHasa My3biKa... Bch cnywanu, 3atamMeb
AbixaHle, cb u3ymsieHleMb rnNAgd Ha MasieHbKYH CbpeHbKy MNTUYKY, TOYHO He Bbps,
UTO 3TO MOeTb [AelCTBUTENIbHO OHa. A conoBeld Mbnb Bce nAydwe wu aAydwe... Cb
BOCTOProMb C/Aywasb ero wmmneparopb... [MbCHA C0MN0BbA MPOHUKIA >EMY Bb CaMylo
Aywy, Bbi3blBasi cfie3bl Ha ero rnasa. Crapblii umnepaTopb Makanb.. Korga conoseii
KOHYUIBb — MMMepaTopb XOoTbAb Bb Harpagy 3a ero mnbHle nosbcutb emy Ha LWew
CBOIO 30/10TYI0 Ty()/1t0, HO COMI0BEN CKasaslb:

— ¢ 6narogapto MmnepaTtopa 3a 3Ty 4ecTb, HO MHb He Haj0 HUKaKoro nogapka,
Takb KakKb A1 Y>Ke U TaKb MO/Iy4UIb ero: s BHADbABL Cresbl Mmneparopa, 3To—Jydllee
Bo3HarpaxgeHle ansa meHda. BbAb, cnesbl Mmnepatopa— BenMKass U pbakas Bellb!..

CkazaBb 3TO, C0/i0Beit cobpascs, Oblfio, feTbTb Bb CBOW NbCb, HO MMMeEpPaTopb
NPoCUNbL ero ocTaTbCA Y HEero m ycTpounab AN Hero 60/1bLIyI0 MPEeKPacHY KITbTKy.
Tsbkeno 6bi10 6 bAHOMY COMOBYLUKD NPUMUPATBCSA Cb HOBOM >XU3Hbik! Cepgue ero
pBasiocb Ha cB060Ay, Bb CBOW pPOAHOW AbCh...

Mexay TbMb, Becb ropoab YXe 3Hanb 0 COM0Bbb, U BCb TO/ILKO U roBOpwUnu,
4yTo 0 Hemb. [lMpu BCTpbuaxb AU fadke 3abblBaIM rOBOPUTH APYrb APYry «34pas-
cTByliTe!». OHM npexXae BCEro BOCK/IULAIN «COJIOBEW!» U NpWM 3TOMBb B3A4bIXasIM, MHOIO-
3HaYnUTe/IbHO KMBasA rosioBaMMm...

OfHaxkAbl umnepaTopb MNOAYy4YUAb OTKyAa-TO 60/1bLIOA CBEPTOKb, Ha KOTOPOMb
Obl/10 HanNMcaHo: «COJI0BEN».

— BbpHo, euwe Kakass HMOYAb KHUra 0 HaweMb C0/10Bbb,—cCKasanb OHb. HO Bb
CBEPTKDb oOKaszanacb He KHUra, a Kopobouka, Bb KOTOPOWA /fieXanb MaieHbLUA WUCKYC-
CTBEHHbIA CONOBE, yAMBUTE/IbHO MOXOXK1A Ha HacToAwaro. TONbKO OHb BeCb Oblb
YKpaweHb AparoybHHbIMM KaMHAMW, a Ha wWeb Yy Hero 6bl1a HagbTa fieHTOYKa Cb
Hagnucotlo: «ConoBe MMMAepaTopa SAMOHCKAro — HWYTO Bb CPaBHEH1M Cb COMOBLEMDB
vmMmrnepaTopa KuTtalickaro». 9TOro cosioBbs Hago 6bl10 3aBOAMTb— WM TOrAa OHb TOTYaCh
HauynHanb NbTb. Becb ABOPb ObINb Bb BOCTOPrB 0Tb 4YyAeCHOW UIPYLIKW, a BEYepoMb
MMnepaTopb NoXenasb, 4YTO6bI 06a COM0BbA CAb/M UTO-HUOYAb BM'bCTb. HO M3b 3TOro
HUYEro He BbIXOAWUMAO: UrPYLUEYHbIA CcONoBe Mbfb, Kakb 3aBefleHHasd MalluHKa, 6e3b
BCAKAro BblpaXkeH1s, BosibHasA e, cB060AHAA MbCHb >XXMBOrO COMIOBbSA He MoOrna UTTu
BMbCTb Cb TaKTOMb MalUMHKU. BMbBCTO Apy>KHaro NbHr4, oHUM TONbLKO Mblianu Apyr's
apyry. Torga wmmnepatopb nNpuKasanb, 4T06bl MbAb O4UHB WCKYCCTBEHHbIA COI0BEN.
Tpuaguatb pasb nponbsb OHb O4HY U Ty >Xe M'bCH0O, U BCb rotoBbl 6blM cnywaTb
ero ewe 6e3b KoHUA. Bbab, OHb Takb Kpacueo 6/1ecTb/b CBOMMMK yKpaweH{aMU, 1 npu



TOMBb >X€ HWCKO/IbKO He ycTaBasb! KmnepaTopb 6biTb 04eHb [0BOMEHBb. HakoHeuwb,
UTpyLWwKY OCTaHOBMAM W p'bnwiy nocnywatb Ternepb W >XMUBOro cosoBbd. Ho rab ke
OHB? Ero knbTka okasanacb nycta... [Mbeeyb yneTbnb Bb CBOW /IIOOUMbIA 3e/1eHbI ThCh.

— BoTb HebnarogapHas nTuual— BOCK/IMKWY/Tb MMMEpPaTopb, Y3HaBbL, UTO COJIOBEN
YNeT bnb.

— Hwnyero, y Hacb ecTb Tenepb A[PYroi CcoM0OBei, KOTOpbIA ropasgo Jydile
ero!— yrbwanu umMmneparopa NpuUABOPHbLIE.

M ckopo BCb 3abbli 0 npeXxHeMb nwbumub. Cb yTpa [0 Bedepa pasgaBa/lUcb
Tenepb BO ABOpUDb 04HO06pa3Hbli MbCHU WUCKYCCTBEHHAro CconoBbs. PbuweHo 6bI1o
rnokasatb NTULy BCeMy Hapogy. Bb cnbpyiloliee >e BOCKpPECeHbe ee 3aBenu nepefb
cobpaBLUIMMCS HApoAOMb. YcnbXb OblTb 3amMeuyaTesbHbIi! BCb TOYHO onbsAHbAM OTb
yOo)b<;TB1 U Bb OAWHDB r0/I0CH BOCKAULLANIN:

— O!'— 1 npu 3TOMb MNOAbIMASIN yKasaTesflbHble Manblbl BBEPXb W KUBAJSIL TO-
nosamun. 3TO0 6bl1a Bbiclasd noxBasia. TO/bKO OAHW pblibakn, crywas urpyliedyHaro
CO/I0BbSA, TUXO0 T[OBOPUNN:

— OHBb KpacumBOo TMOeTb, TOJ/IbKO BCEeTakKM Bb HEMb UYero-To He JocTaeTsb!
A 4Yero—msbl He 3HaeMmbl!..-

M nmMb BCNOMMHaCA [APYroii COMOBEN, KOTOpPbIA Mbab TaMb, Ha 6epery Mops,
M OTb NMbCeHb KOTOparo MMb TaKb 4acTO XOTbJOCb MNakartb...

MCcKycCTBEHHOMY COM0BbLIO ObISI0 0YeHb XOopowwo BO Asopub. OHB CTOAADL Ha CTO-
Kb, OKOM0 camoi MNocTenl mMMnepaTtopa, Ha MArKon, LWeNKOBOW MNoAylieykb, BOKPYrb
HEero exasio MHOro 6oraTbiXb MOAAPKOBL. KOTOPble MOCTOAHHO MOAHOCU/IUCH eMy, W
npy BCEMBb 3TOMb OHB HOCUAB MOYETHLIA TUTY/Tb NPUABOPHAro MbBUA HOYHOMO CTO/MKA.
MHorga ero packpbiBasln U CMOTP'bAU, Kakb BEPTATCA KOJIECUKU Bb €ro >XMBOTb Bb
TO BpeMsl, KaKb OHb MNoeTb. HO BOTb, O4HaXKAbl BEYEPOMb, KOrja MMMepatopb, Aexka
Bb MOCTe/IN, CNyLlasb COM0BbA, BHYTPWU NTULLbI YTO-TO BAPYrb 3aTpeLlasio, BCb KO/IeCUKMn
6bICTPO 3aBepTb/UCb M OCTAHOBUAUCL... OHBb cnomancsa!;, ToTyach >e OblTb MN03BaHb
[OKTOpPb, HO OHb HWYEro He MOrb CcKasaTtb 0 60/b3HM urpywku. Torga no3san
yacoBliMKa. TOTb OCHOTPbABL MAWIMHKY W CKasalb, YTO OHA CWJ/IbHO MonomMasacb, U
YTO OHb 6epeTcAd MOYUHUTbL €e TO/IbKO Cb TbMb ycAoBleMb, 4UTO CO/0BbA OyAyTbH
3aBOANTbL O4YeHb PbAKOo, MHAYe OHb CHOBa c/iomaeTcd. O4deHb oneyanusica uMMepaTopb
M BCb KuTalhupl? Tenepb OHW MOMW CAywaTb COMOBbSA TOAbKO pasb Bb ro4b.
Mpowsio mMHOro NMbTb, M BOTb oAgHaXKAbl Bb Kutab cnyumnacb 6onbwasd 6bga: umne-
paTtopb onacHoO 3axBopasb... [loKkTopa TroBopuan, 4YTO OHb YMpeTb... Kakoe rope!
MmnepaTopb, KoToparo Bcb Takb nwobunu, npm cmepTn! OHb NieXXasb Bb CBOEM pPocC-
KOLLIHOM, 30/10TOM mnocTenn 6MbAHbIA WU HENOABMXKHLIWN. [Nasa ero 6biM  3aKpbIThl,
PYKn 6€e3CU/IbHO MOKOUAUCh Ha ogbsnb.. Bokpyrb Hero Bce OblSI0 TUXO-TUXO... Mpwu-
ABOpHble pPbLWWAK, 4YTO OHBb YXKEe YMepb, U MOTOMY HUKTO 60Nbllue He BXOAUNDL Kb
HeMy. Tsbkenbll BUObH1A Tep3anu Mmnepatopa. EmMy Kasanocb, 4TO Ha ero rpygm Kro-To






cnantsb. OHB Cb TPYAOMB packpbub rnasa v yBuabnb nepefb cobor Cmeptb. Ha
ronoBb es Oblna HagbTa ero KopoHa, a Bb pykKaxb OHa jepxana ero cabno v 3Hams.
Cb yxacomb rnagbnb Ha Hee vMMepartopb U BAPYrb YBUAbMBL, UTO U3b BCbXb CKa-
[OKb 6apxaTHaro noJsiora Ha Hero BbIrnsgblBaeTb Macca Nvub. OfHU N3b HUXBL ObLIN
[06pbIS U NackoBblA, APYNA e oTBpaTUTeNbHbl U cTpaluHbl. OHU KOPYUINCL N CTPOUIN
eMy rpumacbl... 3T0 6blIN 31bIA U A06pbIA Abna uMmnepaTopa, KOTOpbIS APULLIN Hano-
MHUTbL 0 cebb.

— Tbl NOMHWULWbL 3T0? A NpPoO MeHA He 3abbl1b? — WenTasiM OHU OAUHDBL 3a
OPYTMb.

M xonofgHbIi NoThb BbICTyNasb Ha A6y mmnepaTopa.

— 9 He 3HaN®b 3TOro, He 3HaNb!..—CTOHa/b HecyacTHbIA W, HaKOHeUb, FPOMKO
BOCK/IMKHY/Mb;— My3biky ctoga! A xouy My3bikul.. ol >ke MHb, M0 Muiast NTUYKal—
obpaTmaca OHb Kb COMOBbI. — OTYero Tbl He noewb? Pa3sb A Mano Harpaxjaib
Te6a?!..

Ho conoseir monyans. Bbab, ero He 3aBesin, a caMb OHb MbTb He yMbsb!

A CwmepTb BCce cMOoTpbsia Ha umneparopa CBOMMMW CTPALUHbIMW MYCTbIMU [/la3amMu,
M BO ABopub 6bI10 TUXO...

Bapyrb 3a OKHOMB pasganocb 4vygHoe MbHle. 2T0 Mbab conoBei. OHBb YC/biXab
0 60nb3HM wvMmNepaTopa M MNpUIeTbNb W3b CBOEro Jsbca, 4YTOObl YTbWWUTb €ro u
06MErunTb YXKacHbis CTpagaHls ywmupatouiaro. OHb Mb/b, U 0Tb €ro HbXXHOW, Tuxoi
MbCHN MMNepaTopy CTaHOBWUJ/IOCH Nlerye, TsHKeNbld BUAbH1A MOCTEMEHHO OT/IeTa/IN OTb
Hero, W Trpyab pAblwana ceobogHbe. [Laxe CmepTb Cb YA0BOAILCTBleMb caywlana
COJ/I0OBbA U, KOrjga OHb 3amMo/iyanb, OHa cKasasa:

— TMpogomkain ke, npogo/mkai, MaseHbK! conoei!

— Xopowo, A 6yay npoaos/m»KaTb,—O0TBbYasb CONOBEN, — HO MNpexae Tbl O0/HKHA
oTgaTtb MHb cabnito, 3HamMA M KOPOHY uMneparopa.

M oHb cHoBa 3anbnb. A CMepTb MNoclb KaXAaoi HOBOM N'bCHWM oTAaBasia emy TO,
yTo OHBb nNpocunb. Korga oHa Bo3BpaTw/iia Takb BCb Bewwu, npuHagiexaswlsa wmne-
paTopy, C0/i0Be Hadaslb MbTb 0 KNa4oUWb, rob pacTyTb 60/blUlsA, KpacuBbISA AepeBbs
n 3efeHberb rycrad Tpasa... Cnywasa 3Ty nbcHo, CMepTb BCMOMHWU/A O CBOEMb
nobMomMb Knagabulb n e 3axoTbsiock ckopbe Tyga. TUXO MNOAHABLWIWUCHL Cb MOCTESNU,
OHa npeBpaTuiacb Bb 6bnoe 0651@a4K0 M mUcye3Nna U3b KOMHaTbl. [TNy60KO B340XHY/b
nMnepaTopb W, OTKPbIBL rN1asa, B3rgaHy/b Bb OKHO.

— A, 3T0 Tbl, MOA MWNbIA CONOBYLUKal— BOCK/IMKHY/Tb OHBb.— A TOMIBKO celvachb
y3Hanb Tebda! O, 6narogapto, 6narogapto Tebsi, Tbl KM36aBUNABL MEHSA OTb YXKAcCHbIXb
MydeH1li! UbmMb 4 mory oTbnarogaputb Te6s?

— 9 wyxe nonyuynnb Harpagy,—oTBbTunb emy cosoBei.— Euwle Torga, korga s
nepsblii pasb Nbab Tedb, A BUADLAL cNe3bl Bb TBOUXDb rnasaxb. TO— ydllas Harpaja
ans nbeua. A notomy,— npmbaBunb OHBb 3aTbMb,— He AymMail 6onblie 060 MHb U



rnocrapawica 3acHyTb, 3T0 Heobxoaumo Tebb, 4T06bLI 3aBTpa BCTaTb 340POBbIMb U
6ogpbiMb. Cnmn, a A 6yay ybalwkumBaTb Teba! W conoBeir cHoBa 3anbnb. Kpbnko wu
CNOKOMHO cnanb UMMepaTopb, W, Korga OHb pPaHOo YTPOMb MPOCHYCSA, OHb MOYYBCTBO-
Ba/Tb cebsl coBeplUeHHO 340poBbiMb. Bo asBopub Bce 6b10 TuUxo. Cnyru 6bin yBb-
peHbl, 4YTO umMNepaTopb YMepPb, M MOTOMY HUKTO He BXOA4W/Tb Bb €ro KoMHarty. A Ha
JepeBb Yy OKHa elle cnabib MasleHbKLI COJIOBENA.

— OcTaHbCa Yy MeHs HaBcergal—ckasanb emy umnepartopb.— S He byay 3acTa-
BNATb TebA NbTb Torga, Korga 1e6b He Xo4deTcHA, HO, Korga Te6bb 3To 6yaeTb NPLlATHO,
Tbl Oygewb NbTb MHb CBOM AMBHbLIA NbCHU. A 3Ty ragkyw ntmuy 9 pasobbio...—
M OHB MpOTAHYNb PYKY Kb CTOMIMKY, HAa KOTOPOMbBb CTOSAAb €ro HefjaBHlii nwobrmeub.
Ho conoBeii ocTaHOBUABL €ro.

— He Hago nomaTb ero!—ckasanb OHb.— OHBb BDBPHO CAYXWUMAL Tebb U Tenepb
He BMWHOBaTbL, 4TO c/ioMasica. OcTaBb Xe ero y ceb6a. A 4, A He MOry XuUTb Yy Tebs
BO ABopub, A cnuwkoMb N6 cBoboay M He MOry >XuTb 6e3b Hes. Ho s ob6buiato,
yto 6yay npunetatb Kb Tebb wnHorga, Korga 3axo4yetcs, M 6yay nbTb Te6b 060
BCEMb, 4UTO Abnaetca Ha cBbTb. A 6yay pasckasbiBatb Te6b 0 TOMb, 4Yero Tbl He
3Haellb, 4YTO CKPbIBalOTL OTb Tebda, 6yay NbTb 0 6bAHbLIXL NIOAAXDL, KOTOPbIE XXUBYTH
Janieko oTb TebA M KOTOpble, HECMOTPA Ha BCHO CBOW 6bAHOCTb, CcYaCT/IUBLI, 6bITb
MOXKeTb, cuacT/mBbe Tebs. A 6yay caguTbCAa Ha 3TO AepeBO M yTbuwaTtb Teb6A Bb Tb
MWHYTbI, Korga Te6b 6yaeTb rpyctHo. Ho Tonbko A npowy Te6a 06b O4HOMb...

— 4 caobnaw BCe, YTO Tbl 3aX0UelUb!—BOCK/IMKHYNMb VMMEpPaTopb.

— 9 npowy Teba He pasckasblBaTb HUKOMY O TOMb, 4TO Y Tebs ecTb ApYrb,
KOTOpPbIA BCe roBopuUTb Tebb. MoBbpb, UTO Takb 6yAeTb fydlle!

N, ckasaBb 3T0, COMOBEA YyneTbnb. Bb 3Ty MUHYTY Bb KOMHATy BOLWAM MpU-
[BOpHble, 4TOObl NOrNAAbTb Ha CBOEro ymuparouwiaro wumrepartopa. A OHb CTOSADb
rnepeib HUMW N FOBOPWUNL!

— 3papascTByiiTel..






